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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Report on the
National Security Strategy
January 19, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with section 603 of the

Goldwater-Nichols Department of Defense
Reorganization Act of 1986 (Public Law 99–
433; 50 U.S.C. 404a), I hereby transmit the
annual report on the National Security Strat-
egy of the United States.

Sincerely,
George Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Dan Quayle, President of the Senate.

Statement on the National Security
Strategy Report
January 19, 1993

Today, as required by the Goldwater-
Nichols Defense Reform Act of 1986, I
signed and forwarded to the Congress the
National Security Strategy Report. This re-
port comes at a particularly important time,
when the international security environment
is in the midst of a turbulent transition and
when the continuity of America’s engage-
ment and leadership is perhaps more impor-
tant than ever before. No other nation can
provide the same combination of moral, cul-
tural, political, economic, and military lead-
ership. No other has won such confidence,
respect, and trust. If we are to seize the op-
portunities that will be offered and reduce
the dangers that will surely confront us in
the future, America must lead. We must lead
because we simply cannot hope to achieve
a more democratic and peaceful future in a
world still rife with turmoil and conflict and
political or economic isolation. This does not
mean we aspire to be the world’s policeman
or that we can postpone addressing our own
domestic imperatives while we devote atten-
tion and resources to international demands.
It is not an either/or choice. We cannot be
strong abroad if we are not strong at home.
We cannot be strong at home if we are not
strong and engaged abroad.

The National Security Strategy Report ac-
knowledges the diverse political, economic,
and military challenges that America faces,
as well as the domestic imperatives that de-
fine our overall national health. It identifies
our enduring national security interests and
objectives: the security of the United States
as a free and independent nation; global and
regional stability; open, democratic, and rep-
resentative political systems worldwide; an
open international trading and economic sys-
tem; and an enduring global faith in America.

The report acknowledges our political
achievements over recent years and outlines
both short- and long-term approaches to pro-
mote peace and democracy worldwide. It
specifically addresses priorities of our bilat-
eral efforts as well as initiatives in multi-
national and regional organizations designed
to influence the future. Emphasizing the
now-diminishing distinction between domes-
tic and international economic policy, it iden-
tifies the steps necessary for domestic eco-
nomic renewal, as well as prioritized initia-
tives to strengthen our international eco-
nomic competitiveness. It also emphasizes
the need to reform U.S. economic institu-
tions and our bilateral development assist-
ance and to expand considerably our efforts
in the environment and in space.

Stressing the continued mandate for secu-
rity through strength, the report defines four
enduring and mutually supportive strategic
goals: deterrence and the capability to defeat
aggression should deterrence fail; strength-
ening our alliance arrangements and our
preference for multilateral action; maintain-
ing stability through forward presence and
force projection; and helping to preclude
conflict and keep the peace. Most important,
the report identifies a strategy for near-term
leadership and outlines ways the United
States can help influence the future through
the United Nations, regional organizations,
and alliances.

America has always stood for much more
than the sum of its political and economic
goals and aspirations. We do care about the
world around us, and our contributions are
written in history for all to see. We inspire
others because of what we have achieved and
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because of what we represent. We have a
vision for the future. We seek a world of co-
operation and progress, not confrontation; a
world no longer divided, but a community
of independent and interdependent nations
joined together by shared values; a world in
which the U.S. role is defined by what we
stand for, freedom, human rights, economic
prosperity, the rule of law and peace, rather
than what we stand against.

To succeed, our strategy must be more
than words on a piece of paper. We must
have faith, courage, hard work, and inspira-
tion. We must continue the dialog and the
debate, for that too is what democracy is all
about. As a Nation, let us work together to
lead the world toward the 21st century, the
age of democratic peace. There is no more
important goal to which we would aspire.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Nuclear
Nonproliferation
January 19, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I have reviewed the activities of the United

States Government departments and agen-
cies during calendar year 1992 relating to
preventing nuclear proliferation, and I am
pleased to submit my annual report pursuant
to section 601(a) of the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Act of 1978 (Public Law 95–242,
22 U.S.C. 3281(a)).

The accomplishments of the past year pro-
vide a fitting capstone to this Administra-
tion’s efforts to stem the spread of nuclear
weapons. These efforts were provided addi-
tional focus on July 13, when I issued a state-
ment setting forth a number of initiatives as
well as a clear framework of guiding prin-
ciples for our nonproliferation policy.

Global norms and institutions have
strengthened this year. Membership in the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty has grown
to 155, including the last declared two nu-
clear weapon states: France and China. The
three Baltic states as well as two of the newly-
independent states have also joined the
Treaty, while three others—Ukraine,
Belarus, and Kazakhstan—committed to do
so ‘‘in the shortest possible time.’’ The

United States increased its support for the
International Atomic Energy Agency, which
sought to strengthen its safeguards system in
response to its experience in Iraq.

In addressing regional dangers, the United
States also joined with the international com-
munity to continue to support efforts to de-
stroy Iraq’s nuclear weapons program under
U.N. Security Council resolutions and to
press North Korea to honor its nonprolifera-
tion commitments. Focusing on the Middle
East, the five permanent members of the
U.N. Security Council agreed to interim
guidelines to restrain destabilizing transfers
of arms and technologies related to weapons
of mass destruction, while the arms control
and regional security talks provided an un-
precedented forum for countries in that trou-
bled region to address these issues face to
face. The United States held talks separately
with India and Pakistan in the hope of stem-
ming a nuclear arms race in South Asia.
Meanwhile, the United States has been grati-
fied by steps taken by countries such as Ar-
gentina, Brazil, and South Africa to join
international nonproliferation regimes.

We have worked hard to address the pro-
liferation concerns arising from the break-up
of the Soviet Union and its domination of
Eastern Europe. With the firm support of
the Congress, we are developing assistance
to Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and Kazakhstan
to support the safety and security of the dis-
mantlement of nuclear weapons in the
former Soviet Union. The U.S. has also pro-
vided assistance to Russia and Ukraine in de-
veloping systems for physical protection and
material accounting and control for materials
removed from nuclear warheads. In August,
U.S. negotiators initialed an agreement to
seek recovery of highly-enriched uranium
from the former Soviet nuclear arsenal and
dilute it to commercial reactor fuel with no
military implications. In collaboration with
our allies, we fostered the creation of science
and technology centers in Moscow and Kiev
to prevent the outflow of nuclear weapons
expertise from the former Soviet Union, and
provided export control and reactor safety as-
sistance to the states of Eastern Europe and
the former Soviet Union.
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